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Science – exploring God’s Creation

Plymouth, February 2018

HOW MIGHT CHRISTIANS 
THINK ABOUT THE 
ENVIRONMENT?

Dr Cherryl Hunt, University of Exeter

Green 
Gospel?
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Green 
Distraction?

• 'In my view, any preacher who 
decides to get involved in 
environmental issues is like a 
heart surgeon who suddenly 
leaves an operation to fix a 
clogged toilet.’

Todd Strandberg

SOME IDEAS OF THE FUTURE (ESP. IN USA): THE 
‘RAPTURE’?

2 Peter 3.7 But by the 
same word the present 
heavens and earth have 
been reserved for fire, being 
kept until the day of 
judgement and destruction 
of the godless.

Will Christians be snatched 
away to heaven to save 
them from dark times and 
the destruction of the earth?
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(OUR) ENVIRONMENT = GOD’S CREATION

IN THE BEGINNING ….
GENESIS 1.1-5: In the beginning 
when God created the heavens and 
the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of 
the deep, while the spirit of God 
swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; 
and there was light. And God saw that 
the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. …

JOHN 1.1-5: In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came 
into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.
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• Our environment is the 
creation of God; Genesis 1

• It was brought about 
deliberately: 

• Job 26.10-13;

• Proverbs 8.23-31,

• Psalm 102.25

• Isaiah 40.21-26.

• Psalm 102.25 

Long ago you laid the 
foundation of the earth,

and the heavens are the 
work of your hands.

GOD’S DELIBERATE PROJECT

GOD IS PLEASED WITH, AND DELIGHTS IN 
CREATION

• Creation is pleasing, good
(repeated 7 times in Genesis 
1)

• Gen 1.21 So God created 
the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that 
moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, 
and every winged bird of 
every kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 
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GOD IS IN COVENANT WITH ALL CREATURES

• Genesis 9, following the flood:
15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never 
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.’ 

GOD IS PLEASED WITH, AND DELIGHTS IN 
CREATION: JOB 38  - 41

• Job 38. 39Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the 
appetite of the young lions, 40 when they crouch in their dens, or 
lie in wait in their covert?
41 Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to 
God, and wander about for lack of food?
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GOD IS PLEASED WITH, AND DELIGHTS IN 
CREATION: JOB 38  - 41

• Job 40. 15 ‘Look at Behemoth, which I made just as I made you; it 
eats grass like an ox. 16 Its strength is in its loins, and its power in 
the muscles of its belly.
17 It makes its tail stiff like a cedar; the sinews of its thighs are knit 
together. 18 Its bones are tubes of bronze, its limbs like bars of 
iron. 19 ‘It is the first of the great acts of God— only its Maker can 
approach it with the sword.

CREATION TESTIFIES TO GOD

• Psalm 19.1-4

The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.

Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;

yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
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CREATION RESPONDS
TO GOD

• Psalm 98:7-9

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who live in it.

Let the floods clap their hands;
let the hills sing together for joy

at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming
to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity

You make springs gush forth 
in the valleys;

they flow between the hills,
11 giving drink to every wild 
animal; the wild asses quench 
their thirst.
12 By the streams the birds of 
the air have their habitation; 
they sing among the branches.
13 From your lofty abode you 
water the mountains;

the earth is satisfied with the 
fruit of your work.
14 You cause the grass to 
grow for the cattle,

and plants for people to 
use,
to bring forth food from the 
earth,
15 and wine to gladden the 
human heart,
oil to make the face shine,

and bread to strengthen the 
human heart.

GOD’S ONGOING MAINTENANCE  OF CREATION: 
PSALM 104.10-15
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Look at the birds of the air; 
they neither sow nor reap nor 
gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more 
value than they? ... 
…Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin,

yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was 
not clothed like one of 
these. But if God so 
clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you—you of 
little faith? 

GOD’S ONGOING MAINTENANCE  OF CREATION: 
MATTHEW 6.26-30 

6 Are not five sparrows sold 
for two pennies? Yet not 
one of them is forgotten 
in God’s sight. 7 But even 
the hairs of your head are 
all counted. Do not be 
afraid; you are of more 
value than many sparrows.

All Creation has value to 
God, even though 
humanity has special 
value

GOD’S ONGOING MAINTENANCE  OF CREATION: 
LUKE 12.6-7 
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GOD’S ONGOING MAINTENANCE  OF CREATION:
COLOSSIANS 1.15-20

for in him [Christ] all things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and 
in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in 
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross.

SHOULD WE PUT EFFORT INTO CONSERVING  A 
CREATION DESTINED FOR DESTRUCTION?

2 Peter 3.11-13 what sort 
of people ought you to be in 
leading lives of holiness and 
godliness, waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set 
ablaze and dissolved, and the 
elements will melt with fire? 
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GOD’S ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WITH CREATION –
AND NEW CREATION: ISAIAH 65.17-25

For I am about to create new heavens
and a new earth; the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice for ever in what I am creating; for I 
am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as 
a delight. … no more shall the sound of weeping be heard 
in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an 
infant that lives but a few days,

or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
... for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people 
be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands..

GOD’S ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WITH CREATION –
AND NEW CREATION: ISAIAH 65.17-25

They shall not labour in vain,
or bear children for calamity;

for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD—
and their descendants as well.

Before they call I will answer,
while they are yet speaking I will hear.

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
but the serpent—its food shall be dust!

They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, 
says the LORD.
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GOD’S ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WITH CREATION –
AND NEW CREATION: ROMANS 8.19-23

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to 
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

GOD’S ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WITH CREATION –
AND NEW CREATION: 2 PETER 3.10-13 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed.  Since 
all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort 
of people ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and 
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 
of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze 
and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in 
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens 
and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
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GOD’S ONGOING RELATIONSHIP WITH CREATION – AND 
NEW CREATION: REVELATION 21.1-4

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying,

‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell 
with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will 
be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 
be no more, for the first things have passed away.’

CATACLYSM OR CONVERSION?
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CONVERSION OR CATACLYSM: DOES IT MATTER?
DEMOLITION AND 
RECONSTRUCTION

• Recycling rather than re-
creation from nothing

• SO…It doesn’t matter what 
we do to this earth?

• OR …We care for our 
bodies though they will die; 
so we should care for the 
earth even if it is destined to 
be destroyed.

• RESTORATION / MAKE-OVER

• Radical change but also 
continuity

• SO …What we do will carry 
through to eternity so we need 
to care for the earth

• OR …If the change is radical, 
does it matter what we do to the 
earth? Doesn’t the coming 
change devalue the current 
creation?
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HUMANITY’S RELATIONSHIP TO NON-HUMAN 
CREATION: GENESIS 1

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth.’ 29 God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 
fruit; you shall have them for food.

• Lost at ‘the Fall’?

• Restored by scientific and 
technological progress 
within Western Christian 
world view- Francis 
Bacon

• Science helps us tame 
the wilderness, where 
‘man’ does not exercise 
dominion

• Gen 1.26-28 cf. Psalm 8.6 
it is God’s dominion given 
to humanity (not just kings)

• So humans should act 
towards Creation as God 
does: nurturing its 
flourishing

• ‘stewardship’

HUMANITY’S RELATIONSHIP TO NON-HUMAN 
CREATION: GENESIS 1 ‘DOMINION’ RADAH



09/03/2018

15

• Both words convey 
‘strong, forceful 
subjugation’ Beisner

• ‘There is nothing gentle 
about kabash’ Habel

• Authorises control over 
non-human elements of 
Creation

• Emphasis, in cultural 
context, on bringing order 
over chaos, continuing 
the work of the Creator, 
as image-bearers

HUMANITY’S RELATIONSHIP TO NON-HUMAN 
CREATION: GENESIS 1 ‘SUBDUE’ KABASH

HUMANITY’S RELATIONSHIP TO NON-HUMAN 
CREATION: GOD-CENTRED INTER-RELATIONSHIPS IN OT

GOD

Israel / humanity
Land / Earth / 
Non-human Creation

See works by John Barton, Christopher Wright and Hilary Marlow
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HOW DO CHRISTIANS THINK ABOUT THE 
ENVIRONMENT?

• It is God’s good work to be treated with respect but, 
ultimately, here for us to use, and unthreatened anyway.

• Loving and caring for Creation because it supports the 
vulnerable around the world: LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR

• Loving and caring for Creation because Genesis 1.26-28 
shows he has entrusted it to us:  STEWARDSHIP

• Loving and caring for Creation because consideration of a 
wide range of biblical texts suggests it is part of God’s 
redemptive project: JOINING IN KINGDOM WORK

HOW DO CHRISTIANS THINK ABOUT THE 
ENVIRONMENT?

• Loving and caring for Creation because consideration of a wide 
range of biblical texts suggests it is part of God’s overall, 
cosmic, redemptive project:

• The goodness of all creation

• Humanity as part of the community of creation and all are 
interconnected in failure and flourishing

• The covenant with all creation

• Creation’s calling to praise God

• Liberation and reconciliation for all things
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WHAT DO WE THINK?


