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Biodiversity?



https://www.reddit.com/r/sciences/comme
nts/b8wsx4/we_are_in_the_middle_of_a_bi
odiversity_crisis/

Biodiversity…in crisis?

A crisis is a situation in 

which something…is 

affected by one or more 

very serious problems.
Collins Dictionary

https://www.reddit.com/r/sciences/comments/b8wsx4/we_are_in_the_middle_of_a_biodiversity_crisis/


https://insideclimate
news.org/content/h
uman-drivers-
worlds-biodiversity-
crisis
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Summary of progress towards the Aichi Targets. 
(Figure 6 from IPBES Global Assessment, 2019)

Scores are based on quantitative analysis of indicators, a systematic 
review of the literature, fifth National Reports to the CBD, and available 
information on countries’ stated intentions to implement additional 
actions by 2020. 

Progress towards target elements is scored as:

• “Good” = substantial positive trends at a global scale 
relating to most aspects of the element),

• “Moderate” = the overall global trend is positive but 
insubstantial or insufficient, or there may besubstantial
positive trends for some aspects of the element but little or 
no progress for others, or the trends are positive in some 
geographic regions but not in others

• “Poor” = little/ no progress towards the element or 
movement away from it; while there may be local, national 
or case-specific successes and positive trends for some 
aspects, the overall global trend shows little or negative 
progress)

• “Unknown” = insufficient information to score progress. 



Photograph, Imogene Cunningham, Special 

Collections, F.W. Olin Library, Mills College

https://www.chesapeakequarterly.net/V15N3/main1/

…a Christian response?

’I propose Francis as a patron saint for 
ecologists’’

https://www.chesapeakequarterly.net/V15N3/main1/


…a Christian response?

‘…for me the key question remains how do 7 billion 
human beings suddenly agree on an enlightened vision of 
caring for biodiversity, and so care for our own future’.

JI Spicer in Expert reaction to the IPBES global assessment report
on biodiversity and ecosystem services (May 2019



…a Christian response?
Pope Francis in Laudato Si

‘Doomsday predictions can no 
longer be met with irony or disdain. 
We may well be leaving to coming 
generations debris, desolation and 
filth. The pace of consumption, 
waste and environmental change 
has so stretched the planet’s 
capacity that our contemporary 
lifestyle, unsustainable as it is, can 
only precipitate catastrophes, such 
as those which even now 
periodically occur in different areas 
of the world’.

‘A true ecological approach always 
becomes a social approach; it must 
integrate questions of justice in 
debates on the environment, so as 
to hear both the cry of the earth 
and the cry of the poor’.

‘Humanity still has the ability to 
work together in building our 
common home’.



…a Christian response?

Sign announces the Season of 

Creation. The parish plans to plant 

100 trees as part of an archdiocesan-

wide tree planting

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/season-creation-spotlights-threats-biodiversity
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…a Christian response?

Houston 1978



‘Whereas some in our culture have completely rejected God the

Father in favor of deifying “Mother Earth,” made environmentalism into

a neo-pagan religion, and elevated animal and plant life to the place of

equal—or greater—value with human life; and

Whereas, The scientific community is divided on the effects of

mankind’s impact on the environment; . . .

RESOLVED, That we resist alliances with extreme environmental

groups whose positions contradict biblical principles (2 Chronicles

19:2) and that we oppose solutions based on questionable science,

which bar access to natural resources and unnecessarily restrict

economic development, resulting in less economic opportunity for our

poorest’.

(Southern Baptists Convention 2004 Statement on Environmentalism
and Evangelicals)

…a Christian response?

‘God gave us the earth. We have dominion 

over the plants, the animals, the trees. God 

said, "Earth is yours. Take it. Rape it. It's 

yours.’
Ann Coulter on Hannity & Colmes (20th June 2001)



…a Christian response?

Orthodox church forests in Ethiopia (2018)

https://www.nature.com/immersive/d41586-019-00275-x/index.html
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…a Christian response?

PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANS LANTING, NAT GEO IMAGE COLLECTION 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/06/eo-wilson-conservation-legend-90-save-space-for-nature-save-
planet/

‘It may seem far-fetched for a secular scientist to propose an 

alliance between science and religion. But the fact is that 

environmental activists cannot succeed without you and your 

followers as allies. ….Those who, for religious reasons, believe 

in saving the Creation, have the strength to do so through the 

political process; acting alone, secular environmentalists do 

not. An alliance between science and religion, forged in an 

atmosphere of mutual respect, may be the only way to protect 

life on earth, including, in the end, our own’.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/06/eo-wilson-conservation-legend-90-save-space-for-nature-save-planet/


…a Christian response?



…a Christians response?
Servant Stewardship – from Genesis onwards. Love 
shapes.

Jesus – the servant king. Love wins.

Those who follow him – must be Jesus to all of His 
creation, in relationship with Him and in His power. 
Love enfolds.


